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Under 18’s  08/05/2010  
 

Lazy start was painful 

 

Our first bus trip away to Launceston and for the first time in a long time we had nearly a full under 

18 squad on the bus, which was good 

to see. We got to the ground which 

isn’t the most spectacular as there is 

no under cover area and no grand 

stand and the ground is very small. 

We got changed into our lovely looking 

green strips, which I don’t think most 

of the boys had seen before and 

started our warm up as usual. We 

went back in to the change rooms for 

a talk and we tried to go over what we 

would try and do to get away with a 

result here. I knew that this was going 

to be a tough game as these guys were showing a lot of potential sitting atop the under 18 ladder. 

We talked about our passing game and our talking and our movement. The same things we base 

every game on but the boys for some 

reason seemed a bit pre occupied and 

not really in the spirit as they normally 

are. 

We went out to finish our warm up and I 

gave a few final instructions to the 

team. We started the first five minutes 

well and tried to play the ball around 

but this was quickly beaten by 

Launceston, and a 1-0 lead was in 

place. 

Not to be outdone our lads kept trying 

to play our game and keep the ball on the deck and play wide as they had been instructed which led 

to a great 5 pass combination that Bryce palmer got onto the end of for 1-1.  
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It was shaping up to be a cracker but as the half wore on big cracks appeared in our team and 

Launceston were flooding through them. We seemed to have a problem in defence and midfield 

holding our positions, which was to be our downfall for the half. Launceston piled on the goals to 

leave the Somerset camp in pretty dim spirits. 

Half time score 8-1. 

There was many a spirited word to say at half time and the boys seemed to not care. It was the 

most disappointing half I have seen them play to date, as they didn’t seem to be playing our game 

but trying to play theirs. We again talked about the benefits of passing, movement and helping one 

another, which didn’t seem to be happening. A few positional changes as our keeper was injured 

and we were back out to show them what we could really do as a team. 

The second half was clearly better as the boys started working hard by chasing the ball back and 

forward and moving to help one another and finally some tackles being made. This newfound 

intensity gave the game a bit of pride about it. We battled hard all half and only conceded a further 

two goals which was pleasing to see that the boys didn’t give up and continued to show the club 

that they are listening and learning. 

Final score 10-1 

We need to get switched on as a whole team early and think about what we want to achieve this 

year. I know we can play quality football if we apply ourselves and work for each other. I hope the 

boys can continue to grow as individuals and as a team. Keep working at it boys. 

 


