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LESSONS ARE SINKING IN

We had finally hit the second
round of the under 18 league
which was great because we
would finally get to see where
we were at in our progress and
how much we have developed
as a team as well as individuals.
| was pleased with how the boys
had been going
able to tell how their standard
had improved until they played
one of the teams again.

First round Ulverstone won 6-0
in a good display from their

players, especially their captain Connor Meaney. | had acknowledged this before the game and had
set the task of man marking him to Justin Noonan. We started our warm up sluggish and sleepy,

which was disappointing, and | hope d

minutes by the boys were
exactly like the warm up,
sluggish and asleep and
we conceded our first goal
off a set piece. We then
decided to kick into gear
and we shut them out and
were forcing them to
either give up the ball or
shoot from distance. We
didnot
amount of  attacking
chances but we contained
the  Ulverstone  boys
exceptionally well. 1 could
tell that their playmaker
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Connor was getting annoyed and
so was their coach as they
moved him away from his normal
position to move away from
Justin, in which case | got Justin
to go with him
before they actually dragged him.
Which opened up our game
further. A small mishap just
before half time allowed them to
score off another corner.

Half time 2-0 down.

We moved out second half
confident that we could take it up
to these guys and that is exactly what we did. Only about 5 minutes in, and the ugliest mistake was
made by our keeper where the sun caught his eyes and he lost the ball that ended up going
between his legs for a 3-0 lead. It was very unlucky and the boys tried not to get disappointed and
we played on. Without their playmaker on the field we started to make more free flowing attacking
moves and created a few chances for ourselves but the highlight for the day was our outstanding
defensive pressure and our commitment to help each other all over the park. Was great to watch
and was great to see the boys learning from each other. This was the best display of football by our
young under 18 team to date, even better than our win, and | can only hope things go up from here.

| did say that at the start of the game that anything 3-0 or under was going to be a good day for us
and we held them out and | am only claiming a 2-0 loss as the third goal was not deserved at all.
This display was made much more pleasing knowing that the Ulverstone players and coach were
angry at each other for thinking they had a woeful game. But | know that they had such a bad game
because our boys had such a good one. Very, very proud guys.

Bobby Eaves
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