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UNDER 18½S  03/07 /2010    
A fighting spirit 

 

A hard slog was ahead of us today as Devonport were a classy 

unit and a very well drilled team. We had a full team at the start 

of the day, the first we have had in a long time. Last timeôs 

score was a 7-2 loss. This time again we were looking for half 

that score and wanting a 3-0 or 3-1 score line. As the boys 

were last week, they were confident that we could hold them 

out to a lesser score line and I was impressed with their attitude 

once again. Started out and guess what. Yes our trademark 

slow start where the boys were slow and lack lustre in the way 

they moved the ball about and the way they talked to each 

other. This was really continuing until a moment of horrible 

thinking by one of our older boys and we were taken back to 10 

men. It was now going to be a very hard slog. We kept the 

same formation except we had taken one of the forwards so 

were playing a 4-4-1 formation. We were rotating our bench 

players into that forward role and I was asking no less than 

200% work from them every spell they got hoping to pressure 

Devonport out of the ball.  

Half time 2-0. 

We talked at half time about how much work this half was going to 

be and how hard I expected them to work, as the first half was not 

their best work out of the year. There were some horrible moments 

in defence that we needed to eradicate. 

We moved back out in the same formation and tried our hearts out 

for the rest of the half but it was starting to get harder and harder 

and I could see the boys wearing down. We held Devonport out for 

about 20 mins until a lucky back heel goal went into the bottom 

corner. It was a really hard day to watch as I knew the boys wouldnôt 

give up but were just getting over powered and outrun. This resulted 

in another goal and that being the final score. 
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There were plenty of things to take out of this game, we didnôt get the score line that I was asking 

for but with 10 men for most of the match, it was a score line that I was proud to have as the boys 

could have dropped their head and lost by a lot more. More work on the track this week and keep 

your heads up. 

Well done lads 

 


